From: "Dr Stephen Southwell-Gray" 
To: "John Bonnaro" 
Subject: Re: Your trip to Africa


> Dear John,
> My partner and I went on an Aero Safari in June and I
> am very happy to tell you of some of our experiences and answer your
> questions.
> It was a small group with us in a rented C182, another party in a Citabria
> and Dave Vanderspey (the tourleader) in his Husky. This was the first trip of this kind I have ever
> participated in. I've been to various parts of Africa but not to the South
> so it was all a new experience for me.
> I'll briefly answer your questions and then fill in a little background
> which you may find helpful.
> The overall experience was better than good - excellent.
> The aircraft was a typical 'school plane' but was clean, tidy and
> mechanically sound. It didn't give us a moments trouble on the whole trip,
> started first time every time and was totally reliable. It was basically
> equipped and though it did have a GPS, there was no instruction book and I
> never did quite master it so my trusty handheld Garmin sat on the dash for
> the entire trip and worked perfectly. Just a note, it is not necessary to
> have an international database as Lat/Long co ordinates are available for
> every destination.
> The itinerary went exactly as per the programme we had agreed in advance
> with no changes.
> Accomodations were generally good, varying from wooden huts in the trees
to
> a tented village to a five star hotel. I am in my 50's and used to a
fairly
> luxurious lifestyle so this was a fairly important consideration for me.
All
> rooms had en suite facilities and comfortable beds, there was no element
of
> 'roughing it' but there was a genuine feeling of being in the bush. The
food
> was again generally of a pretty high standard, nothing fancy but well
> prepared and more than adequate. Don't expect gourmet meals, but it
> certainly isn't Mc Donalds either. Plenty of alcohol was either included
or
> at very reasonable rates. The service at each of the lodges was without
> exception excellent and in some cases over the top. In one location we
could
> not get up from the table without someone assisting by removing the chair
> and waiting in place for our return to precisely reposition it for us.
> David provided a full documentation package including charts, frequencies
> and a detailed printed itinery for each day's flying complete with photos
of
> the destination airfield to make sighting easier. He handled all
> immigration, customs and flight planning making it a stress free and
trouble
> free experience.
> For me the trip was two distinct events, the flying and the game viewing/
> social time.
> I have some two thousand hours of flying in several different countries
but
> have never experienced anything like this at all. From flying low over the
> bush spotting herds of elephant, weaving around the mountains over tea
> plantations and beautiful lush greenery, landing on 'unimproved' (that is
> being kind) strips in the middle of absolutely nowhere, skimming low level
> up the Zambezi river watching the crocodiles and hippo slither into the
> water then climbing over the Victoria Falls and all with minimal ATC and
as
> far as I could tell, practically no other aircraft anywhere in the
vicinity.
> I think I had a permanent grin on my face for the entire time. With the
GPS,
> navigation was never a problem and often we flew in loose formation
keeping
> each other in sight but not so close as to cause stress. I was a little
> concerned at the prospect of the validation proceedure, especially the
> prospect of the VFR navigation bit as I have not drawn a line on a map for
> some twenty years, but as it turned out it was a fun experience with a
very
> respectful and friendly young lady flying instructor (being blonde
probably
> helped!!!) who was determined to make the flight as stress free as
possible
> whilst satisfying herself that I wasn't going to get into any desperate
> trouble. The navigation bit was easy with good landmarks and I never got
the
> feeling they were trying to catch me out.
> At each of the game reserves we were accompanied by a professional guide
who
> was always knowledgeable about the local wildlife and environment and went
> out of their way to ensure that we saw what we had come for. The only
animal
> we didn't see was a Leopard, and to make up for that one came into the
camp
> and killed a baboon in the middle of the night in the tree above our room.
> We were taken close up to all the animals, especially Lion, Rhino and
> Elephant but never felt unsafe or in danger.
> Dave made the trip fun, his extensive knowledge both of the aviation
aspects
> and of the bush and its wildlife, trees and birds was indispensible.
> Socially, the evenings around the fire mixing both with other pilots and
> with various assorted guests at each of the lodges were the highlight.
> My non flying partner felt included in all of the activities and enjoyed
the
> new navigational challenges. Although some of our flying was very
different
> to that which we are used to here she felt safe and enjoyed the days in
the
> air as much as the time on the ground in the reserves.
> In short, this is an experience that we would not have missed and will
> remember for a long time to come.
> Like you, prior to booking the trip I contacted a previous customer and
when
> I received such an enthusiastic response I was a little sceptical that
> anything could be as good as he described. Having experienced it for
myself
> I am now equally enthusiastic. Would I do it again? In a heartbeat!!!
> I hope this is some help, please feel free to contact me again if you want
> any more details.
> Best regards
> Stephen.
> 530 589 2240 or 9100

