----- Original Message ----- 

From: "scrist" 

To: "MJL" 

Subject: Re: Your trip to Africa

> 1.  Yes, it was my first trip to Africa after years of wanting to travel
> there. Wayne had been there twice before, but not on this type of a trip.
> 2.  The overall experience was wonderful!
> 3.  The aircraft was only a few years old and was in great condition.  Thank
> goodness it had GPS!
> 4.  The itinerary was followed closely except when we requested a few minor
> changes that were possible to make.  (We were the only couple on the tour,
> and there were a total of three planes: ours, Dave's, and Dave's brother)
> 5.  One of my "anxieties" about the trip was food and accommodations.  I was
> concerned that the food would not be appealing or that we would have to be
> careful about what we ate (to avoid food born illnesses).  I am not much of
> a "camper", so I was also concerned about how rustic the accommodations
> would be.  Would they be clean?  Would there be bugs? Spiders?
> 
>  I can report that we both found the food and the wine to be outstanding.
> The dining experiences were all lovely in preparation and presentation.
> Most of the dining was enjoyed alfresco with lots of candles and fires
> glowing.  Delightful!  We were never concerned about what we ate and soon
> became concerned about how much we ate.  Ha!
> 
> The accommodations were all acceptable; but some were not as comfortable for
> me as others.  My significant other and the pilot, Wayne Moon, found all of
> the accommodations acceptable, but enjoyed different ones from my favorites.
> The accommodations were all very different from one another and the variety
> became part of the interesting texture of our trip.  Our accommodations
> ranged from "motel-like" to "exotic romantic" but it all balanced out as we
> were not there to lounge around in the rooms.   I think that the time of
> year / season could change the comfort of the accommodations; so that should
> be considered with your own preferences in mind.
> 
> 6.  Let me preface my comment about the overall planning by letting you know
> that I am somewhat of a fuss budget and like order in my life.  That said, I
> can only tell you that Dave is extremely competent in planning and executing
> the itinerary.  This trip was so well planned  and documented that any
> concern about what was next or how something would be handled did not even
> enter our minds because we knew that Dave was handling it.  The pilot's
> reference binder and trip guide was exceptional.  (Check with Wayne for
> details.)
>  If I had any comment on the planning, it might be that we tried to do/ see
> too many areas
>  and were"on the move" much of the time.  And yet, when I look back, I can
> only
> identify one event that I would have eliminated.   In addition to his talent
> for orchestrating such a trip, Dave is delightful company....very bright and
> full of energy!
> 
> This was a once in a lifetime kind of experience for me, and Wayne and I
> often recall how special it was.
>  Even if you have traveled to Africa before, the self-fly safari
> aspect adds so much.  It is challenging, fascinating and great fun!!  As
> with any adventure, I think
> that the most important element is to be very open to new experiences
> without over packing the expectations.
>  If you decide to go,  I do have some more pragmatic "tips" ;  please feel
> free to email me or call me.  I am
> sure that Wayne would also be happy to share his thoughts with you.   One
> final comment......GO!!!
> 
> Shirley Crist
 > 831 626-2231 office

----- Original Message -----
> From: "MJL" 
> To: "Shirley Crist" <scrist@msn.com>; >;
> Subject: Your trip to Africa
 
> 
> African Aero Safaris referred me to you. I'd appreciate it if you would take a few minutes to give me your
> comments on your experiences with his company. My wife and I are looking
> into doing a custom tour with them. There would be two couples, two planes
> and a guide and plane.
> 1. Was this your first trip to Africa?
> 2. Was your overall experience good?
> 3. Was the aircraft in good condition and well maintained?
> 4. Was the itinerary what you planned and expected?
> 5. Were the food and accommodations acceptable?
> 6. Was the overall planning, documentation and follow-up acceptable.
> Any other comments or pitfalls you experienced would be greatly
> appreciated.
> Thanks
> MJL

