DAVE VAN DER SPLTY of African Aemo
Sarlaris hiw devieloped both the destinatgion and
the jo al the gourmey mio & oskebration af
flwing ancl has mide @ his bsiness 10 share
this joy with otleers. The founder of Adrican
Aere Saltes, van dex Spuy hes bailk o business
that mese miotals can aoly deeam of,

The commpaiy iskes it possible for
pabiats fromy around the workd o enjoy the
spectocular scencry and flving conditions
thul sily Seillwem Africa can offer, In the
prchcess b gens pad pe escon his wide eyed
clicnis 1o the best game Iodges and hotels
Like they say, 1% a tough job, bar hey,
sHmeDnE 4 poila i i,

SA Flyer accompanicd a gagple of
CI72's and C182'% on African Aero
Safari’s sen day Rhino Tour across South
Alrica, Botswana and Zanhia It was 5
fouarney ol thiills, camaraderie, langhs and
bearmimg, The tlarill of fiving over vost hends
af chephants: the camaradenic of enduring
freczang desent naphis followed by the sun
hakes] glure of the Makgsdigadi saht pans; of
luzghang at the shased joys of the joumaey
while learming, ke Jonathan Livingston

Seagull, what it means to really Ay,

An aviaton adventore of this noiane
attracts remarkable people. Perlaps mos
nidewrrihy were Ms, Jon Delores Cellidi
amd Peter Love. A mone unlikedy pair is hard
0 I

The 78-year-ofd Schom
Inspecioe and Helen Bedd
O sty bt inoesiely 2004 when Mr
Peter Love, a retised Brivish school inspeciorn
has taso ostenablby clanes cleoumMers in
Faypt's Walbey of the Kings with Ms Jon
Callit, (nka Helen Bedd - of whom moee
|ater) M :ipri.,ghtl}' SEVETILY e Yol ookl
Lowve hlooms wsder the amenpiens of Cellin
anad shianss his dream of oie day flving over
ihe Yictma Falls, The shany wings on his
penkedd cap from Exeter Flying Clab and the
research he has dome oo Afnican Acro Safris
make his g diaie o JI!II."I'L'I_'.' i ol
man's wishlul thainking. Cellini catches his
erthusizsm ano o alter an exiEnsne
exchange of comails they pesolve o live their
drearm off o ying safar in Africa,

The elfin biond from AREA
Tem Celling is a dynamite Fithe blond

packige - & merny widow of indeterminate:
npe, Admoed cemanly okl enough o be o
prindisotber - of even a great grandmother,
thanks i perhaps a lionle, wm oo know, -
wiork, she ponbadly clams that her oge &
irvelevant, Perhaps just o ba conveniently, she
cluims 1o suffer from venigo, which makes il
chligatory lor all gallant men o offer her 2
ssemlyvimg ann. But beneath the vulmemble
exbermar of the petile widiny beits the Fesart of
o mepa deal reatios from Burdingame, Son
Frmcian, And, with wonderul |I'I'!|ZI|IILI!-ﬂ1i|"!|--
endier the nlias Helen Bedd, Cellmti mms our
iy he @ paticdup neimber of the Assoeiatson of
Retined Explonage Agenis | A RLEA}, sl
ks memiber of W', the 'Widoas and
Witkrwers mstiule,

The LiaTwvalte

The nernaiader of the intemmational
combmgent i compossd of the LufisafTe
Wlichael Wippler and Peter Simechen are bath
from Dvesaden, i what was previowsly Ens
Ciermany (whether I]u"_-.' encouniersd Heben
Bkl s s active espeonage agerd befoe the
teakdonw ol e Berlain Wall i not known)
Beoih sire noy hoowever, Famly men who hove
tnken leave From their thoving basinesses o
ﬂb;':-h-l’l.' Adrica m aC T2, Their EI!@":-h is
apanily aemsudical. Thus, when asked o
confimm seometlung an the rdio, o smple
“uffiem or a nead Back of their call sign 8-
PEE is nok sl Twwewl foe thie I.'l..ll'l'l.'li]il.".l"-
Crermiins wi issvitaldy respond with o
splenidid “Hoclcher za”

Fhe Soutlh Africans

Aulding local colour, entenaining
Tohannesburg motoreyvcle disimbumor Buch
Hirsch wnd has wale, an Amasonian Phi in
mirine hiology, wher sl pses her maiden
mame, Shiel Harrs, They broaght slong
their prastine C182, Z5-FIX.

Thee owr heuder w5 David van der Spay,
sam ol the Ime General Kenmic van der Spuy,
one of the v founders of the SAAF, For the
fimst Forty Frve sazars of has life van der Sguy
i developed a reputats & o wild youth
raging bikes, boats s plianes hard and then
pertying even harder. Fecent marmiage and
Eidls may have slinweee him down b he still
Fus an appanenily imeckenmble need 1o
challenge mshonty, specifically air mific
comntrllers and all the dficials myolved with
e harler Mights. The writer fles with van
der Spuy inhis sman C1E2, Z5-KDT



The safari

Faowr the micmational plos, te st few
clrys huvve s he spent desling with [eeise
validatiom reguirements shich involves
hrieFings aboul fiying m 54 with cmplasis
o such things 2 density altibde, airdaw,
emergency proceilimes, airspeies, insurance
e, Familiarization heelings ol Lansetia
frver wene mlucked a5t ol e poepaniizon
for the airliw exam and PPL checkrde.
There was also time set wade o do e asal
Tohamneshurg lounst things duch = vmis o
Sevweton, Innically, B owas mol m Soavete bul
in the himumions Pabmen Hotel m Sandees that
win cher Spury s briefcase was stolen with all
his cash for the sufun pls (R, hamdbskd
rachin, czl| phomes, credil cands ele.

Dy e of fhe actanl safan staed sl
the slorwness ol African tirme. The okd adage
of; “time o s = dben g by e appad
s wie sortes] ol dicumennmn o cns
bowder Tlighits and did k=i menule shoppne
ind currency swaps, Chamelensically, vim
dler Spury set the e for his dealmps with
odficinldom by srmang 1he e of i enartivet
||ir|1n|'r| oficiad wha thremtened 1o fme us sach
R K Foor parkimgy the airerall o e wooig
spart bt clear cusloms! Such “peisgresa’ is the
I:,.'|_'|i|:1|| nihure of wer fnemdlmess ol Sthe few
aml mpreves] Lansena”™,

[rave pesapmed tles of ‘Formo 17 1o
Formo 47 o each airerdt and we ugmr.‘d (1]
use 122430 10 chal. Agam ATC alficialom
trivemphed by not alkvwing a frmation ke
4T = “tonn mikitary” they maintain. Finally we
wene airhome m i kaee ggrghe of dour
mirplunes, Oince over (he Magahesbery sl
clesr of comirsdled s FREDT ke the
grmap diovem o i few homdresd feel above the
proiend amd we criise] norbwirds with the
twn C1E2s wllowing af a seclate [P knots,
heing the best speed ol the slowest 171

Lo o slome wwass for me o reselabon
Lip till o, grang places in an pempls
s I:|Iv.,i|¢ ooff climbeng > 25 hegh o faght
level as |'-w.'||1-|u [or smoebmezss aml then
getting hored by the slow passage of scenery

Cassng T82 fanding af Seaibe on a previous cxpedition,

anidl time., But Afncmn Asm Safans s the

oy TR ] VIVREE of discovery. 1t means
LI ol ;1Iun-_' i explore the coambryvsice,
taking in all the featames and secnets hiddean
frmim any height preater than 1 000§

aborve proursd

Amd s we cruised sedately nemss the
rzped landsenpe, between kooming granite
misas and bustes g okl ns fime, West of
Pokokwane: we Flew aver o ,_-zilylrlin.' plalen
thit coneained mysterions viggm fenile
valleys siraighi o of the writing of Rider
Hagpard, Arsd this wais all m our first Pase
bours af flight, before we had even cossed
the border imio Borswmna!

Aliter swooping pusi seaning enples over
the Limpopo River we lond s the hupe tamed
namwy af the Limpoge YValley sirport in the
Tuls Bleck - a 7 (6K} hectare privabe gome
rescive that, thanks to s huge population of
clephinis and the drymess of winter, has the
sppesrance of a shelled WWI battlefield, We
ke wee ane now in Africo becavse the
el banlding is an open sided thatch
hownn andd the robast female s tmific
comirer uses a hinidhehl mdio so orpmicne
cusloaing s b por

Within five minustes of leaving the
airpat we find ourselves in the midklk= of o
large bierd of clephonts. As bome 1o lion,
cleplat, eland and boohabs, it is soon clear
Wl this area 18 bkonown as the Land of the
giants. | tay a8 Mashain®s fested camp R
th first night arsd then the main lodge fos
the second might. As the sister camip i
wirld remowned Malo Maln, this is Africa nl
its best. The hespitakity is seamliess, the
accomumodaticn sublime and the expensnce
s enhancsd by ranpers whose kove of
aharing thesr kniwledge vies onldy with their
bz off thee bushe I is winder ond the nighis
arit boyag aewl cold so o beds are pre-hbeated
with ot weater botthe thot | nesthe between
vy chalbed ankbes,

As an shled bonus, Dhave {already
mickismed ‘flight commuonder”) bams out o
bave @ vast kisowdadze of the bush and in
pamticuliar thee | featbered s bink, We laer



dliscover that, rot only dd his father s the
SAAF. bui his mother was o distimpgmzhed
boamist

Afier two soul sestoning days al Mashata
e ke b0 the air again for one of the kgt
diavs flyingg, 0 430 nm fight vis Francastown
por Sandibe Lodes in the Okavanyo Biver
Delta. Afier takeolT we do the first of what
will bz many furewell beai-ups of the camp
we are lepving s wis hesd bow-level for the
Shishe river-hed.

Francistwn s jost micher airficld with
expensive fuel {at P4.T1 or about RY.50 per
litre) mnd P75 appeoach and then another P73
depariure fee. Dave smoothes the way by
handling the formulities of the paperwork.
Gende: (general declarmtions ) and ight
plarming for all the aircraft,

Legving Frapcisiown furms oul 10 be the
figsi oot of what becomes & routine comedy.
O vererahle septuagenarian Peter Love at
tiemes seems o gel overwhelmed, lorgeming
1o remiove his chiocks mnd chose engine
access hanches,

O mirboeme, everyone seems L e
diffepent opimion as 1o what heading 15
required and s the lead irorft we busily
travierse brooid swithes of the: fentumeles
counirvsice rounding wp the other thnae
atrernfi and sheep-ciszeing them imo the
required gaggle

Heading west over the vast Makgadigadi
galt plams, we drons: ever omwieks &
phodding 100 knots acnoss vast tmcts of bush
without amy sign of habitation of man or even
bz, W pass low over the expansive pans
and] then sheam Wawn, Wi ane abmptly over
thee wetlind wikls of one of Africa’s prime
wildemess ameas - the anly place on carth
where o river Pows i one dimection hall of
thse year smd then nevenses itself o flow badk
for the second part of the year, We cruiss
pourd in @ hig show cincke taking in the
Dkavango scenery before banding af the
1 000 fong hant pocked surface of Chitzibe
aarfickl. For our imtermational piloes this is
their first expenence of an African dirt arswip
amil we have o comtingslly wotch thes
airnaanship to prevent them from prop-
Dlasting dust crver everyon

Lacking omly thino, The Okavango Delin
i officially nod 1 “hig fve’ anea but there &
rramctheless an abundance of game ard te
birding is spectaculs. Enroute o Sandibe
Lidze we drive though shallow pans filled
withh winter and watch lepharts shaking secd
poxds out of the skyscrapang fan pabms,
Baboons bark russously as we dive wands
a costurnm of dust kicked up by 0 vast bend of
buffake, We break for ooffe: and nesks s s
wntch the Faffake wsd msmedimely thereaficr

encounter i cheetah hresthing beavily in the
shacke of an enoamous termite mound., s
waching o berd of impala in frstration whik
il gets his breath back belane making anathe
attempt 5o nun down the et amiclope.

Progress has come to the swamps and he
ko dogout conoes, radiionally made
From Sousage tress, have been replaced with
Fibmeglass replicos, Bt e mde is just s
magscal @ we glide on a carpet of pasie] i
mio an opening in the roods, bathed in
sureshisee, The waler isn't diep but ifs alivé
wilh crestures of all sizes, rnging from
inclples s parganiven heppos galfowing al
ther v jokis angl then ghivaing o the sn
of thisir Mokoro esting mouths, The momen
i bk, Besvenly amd unforgeitable, Then,
hack om the Land Craiser, we cross piths
with I Jeopar, kudu, wildeheest, buffalo
arxl the uhiguitous clephant. In the mwiligh
wee encounter a rare prize, as a pack of wild
aliags on the bunt slinks terough the shadows
of dusk.

Sandibe Lodee is a Conservation
Crorporation trismiph. The name derives from
the Bushmon word Santantsdibe which
meins it does not bebong o os”, i e
ws that wee are but peivileged visitors in e
Fifen 1l will (hopefully) sl be here long
nfter we have pone, The lodge is wonderfully
sarmple - & huge thatched mof provides cover
for the dining and lounge areas and 3 s
fior contless large Fruit bats. The impesingly
el structine & nonetheless dwarfed by
imperious Jackalherry trees, filled with the
calls of Meyers Parmots, In the camp there & 2
persomal vaket 0 see o our every nesd.

That evening, replete aller o gosmel
ozl aund e comgianiy, we petine 1o our
simple et mpaciows mom with its mised deck
overooking the Samdihe Biver, As we reflect
e a clay fully lived, we listen o the nasy bal
sprng eSS of the fruit bats and the eens
somar pinging sounds of the Scops Cevl,
Otk our oo an ekephant bll called
Hoswer crunches moisily at il mess The
fedlowing moming koo Cellii tedls us thae
she had been expecting Adrica o be hol s
she skepl i & numighty hlack nylon nightie.
We emsily manage s persuade her that
nobody will mind if she lowers her wsoal
wampish standans for st a few nights 50
that she dozen't die of exposiane in te-cold
s gl

T D and mvysed thae socomd slay ot
Sundibe win an eve opener. As the camp wis
fiall weer were pelegmed 1o the plot's
aceoanmeckation which turmed ot i be the
srastslant anager's less than salubrious
pecormmesdatbon, Jocoied m the midile of the
camp’s maisicnance anea s directhy



apposie 1he pereralor's exbast kivango
Bush |:l.|||1'.- ey have what nt fima glarce
sty ot O Lhe el glarnesons gobs gaing,
it tsir scvornEskaog lenves o ki o be
dhesired when compared W the sybantic
ermbrice ol their pues’s mams,

Abter an ey moming breakizs we
m|5-|'.|]n:||:h.1|l the {7 S-PERS nnks Troom
the lomger rnge wireralt. Then i||‘|-|:':l'|:|-re-
flezht bitefing on the bone ol a Land
Crutser, we fire up our by oow trusty idmplanes
and aee azain low level over the watervays of
t Dl et 1eemibng berds al buffals and
heplieadl. Adker lancling anel walking inthe
dommestic amivids crtemos and then
imivecliatedy oul thomigh (he intermatioml
clepariures o Kasane, we ane arhome fior
Livingsiome, Zambi, We Ty chivan the
Zambaza al an altide key enaosgh o chise
anir shadimye arvss the Ty wanlers ol thae
ol over. The ATC contmllers ane reluctng
e acoepl "k level 2 an alnmide s we
naimivedly fy ar 4 (0,

Approaching Livingstone we one cleamed
fiar the “Flight of Angeds” = o oversfly the
T Falls. Fixed wing aircmfl are however
restrcied o above B ONUIT asd as microdights
and abwnve them helicoplers opesse i the
Bver levels, Livamgstone AT nesnels 1s e
il v smreril] & o lme over the falls while
forching s erber Bwo 1o ekt bis asmeor onisl
theetr i True i form, van der Sguy argues
bt e comtmallier eistly gels the betier of him
b simply msstmy thal he has green an

mstruction o be oheved and that pais the
trvwshlescime: Boer in his place,

Ul thee grammwl van der Spuy again has #os
pomr s skimniest il oo irowblesd] waters belore
we are able to get oway o Thomires Lodge, a
ruskic privately owmed |odge on the rorh bank
of the Fambezi, Cur bungatow is a few fem
Fronm ihe flowing walers,

Wi 5-q1en|l1|1.|: :rnnr.ninl_' ot o of ihee seven
preat nabarad woeklers of the workd, the
¥ictona Falls. First we haggle with the
venidors in he eenl craft market for memenios
belore we walk mio the Victorna Falls Park for
precipitaus views from the edge of the porpe
Il il spray ke thee reneal p.'lul.'h.'h
rq1p|15:|.in;|. After Lln'inp ol froum the Falls we
stevall 10y the mam boiclpe amd Peier Simehen
parts with LISEE5 w0 defy denth oo dhe 111m
hizh bumgs junp

In’s easy 1o loese truck of me and we
decule that if it"s Mondoy we must still be
in Famban, On departare from Thomitree
Lilge we drive 1o the nearby Simamnpa
Basic Schoal. For many this is an
unespected highlight of the safon, The
sehail is valiondly struggling o eke the
st oot o ks p_'rv:m'ly' lirmates] resorces
bt its pupils pnd siafT are 20 genwinely
hinppy b see us gl even tbe mosi jaded
henn is melbed. We hove hrought gifls of
'n'riling materils aml sweets qxl (he
il AOMNES izl pratitide from the
children reveal we our international flyers
the truz heart of Africa,

Leit: “Fodscher 2x™ - ser two

Garman friends: Michae) Wippier
and Petar Simehast
Right: Victoriz Falks.
Befow haft: School visit

Befow right: One of the few
dirt ok Eavead.

: EMP:::E ;

Bock inihe nir. Cve lemls the entire
gopgle inoa fiyby of the school that brings
st all the children 1o cheer amd wave. Then
wi rebrace our e v level n!-:l-n_; thi
FLambess Biver to Kasane, 'Wih much
encosragement along the fines of “Fommio 4 -
chosd L, Farmo 2 - sbow down’, wie hegin t
get ihe pugple close enowgh o nehlly fesl
like n formintion and we try for same oir io
air pichares with a dapinl camem - which
prowves a lol mare difficul than with o
conventimnl SLE comern,

Afier n fop-up Tzl :-d-u-rl_.:nl the
fromalities of immigration and the Gendec oo
it wircrafi, we hemsd south iI|I'l-'Ij__' e
baowgler with Zimbabose and the main mogd,
Where the: sy simaight moec has heen
widened toacn is “Emergency Londing, Senp
17, wet tum =mith-west amel bheaid into the
Mukgadigadi pans,

Mear the edpes of the st surmeal =il
surface our flight commender leads the four
aircraft doown ankl our wheels are cnnching
thrennzh the ihin cnist of the sardace, Shoaded
by carr airplane wings, we prmefully sp
bt weater amd connao bai be awed by wisins
it fur = the: distant mirmges amd of the
smaliness of man vmder e vost dome of the
clowklless sky,

With what is effectivedy an infimitely wide
ruprway we tnke off m formatiom, The nexi 'l.'.g
is a relativedy short B4 nm o the s ol Moin,
Sl b by level, we are newarded with the
unforgetinbde sight of the surface of a pan



ahruptly coming olive md teming boghi
pirsk a5 i choud of famingos twkes 1o e gir
beneath of wings.

The villege of Mata turms oul e be a
truck stop b Nai Lodge hos spacious sl
fuxurices bog chalets and Eard Grey wea. Afier
the desiccation of the st pans sme of s
phunge gratefully inte the swimmiig pol,
reganclless of its being mid-winker, whike
athers lead off ints the bash oo quad bikes,
where our van der Spuy shows us lis
pronwess o whieelies followed by madverient
srierilis,

The following mommg 1s gong g be
big elay s flying so cor Flight Comurander
parig 0 pet e all up and going o DELOG
anil. skippiig breakfnst, we ane sooin
shrivenng inthe predewn chall on the back of
a game viewer speading towards Nata
airstrig |5k oway. For o nominal fee some
kecaks lwive guarded the airerall and cleansd
off the dust and the milliors of smished bugs
fram o el flving,

O approach o Francisown v der
Spuy pells the comtrodler that we bave oing
fromn Mt which coeses greal
vonstermarion. What van der Spuy dosn’t
expect i (s the ATC willl call Mutuni and
confiom that we wene nod in fact ihere, Mow
trappeed in an orbitrary Tie e all sand anound
forlorsly for o farther hour af e fuecl pomgs,
wapinkg ol the benefit of the Freceimg pie-
chivwan anid breakfast-less start 1o the day whike
our venerble Flight Commanider wriggles
ot of this one. We half expect 1o see him
ey ke away in handcufTs bt Gnally he re-
eenerges and we are cleansd for kel As o
departing tourd van der Spuy reguests inkeoff
iix Pretersburg and the contraller pointedly
chers s 60 Pobekowsme,

Crossing bl imio summy South Africa,
the clouds begin o baild und we land at
Polokwane under lowering ceilings. After a
few phwnie calls it is ¢lear that we will not be
able o Ay e or anoursd the escarpmcnt and
e Trameren s0 Dave armunges for the s
that was io meet us 28 the Teaneen aspoi o
oz all the way o Prkokwame o felch o

Trareen is a welcons change oo the
ddusty savamnah an bush. Cool, misty
Rl provide expansive vEsws over
il plaies a thowsand Feet below. Tavail
el of the sersual delights of an
nromatherapy massage and g workoot in e
superb Agathy spa that is part of e
fsurious Coach Hosse botel, Denner s
sashlimne wnder the expert hands of Chel
Cayboid Tearle and so replete, wie meiine 1o
the lusurioos siites in which African Acm
Kafarts has mansged o orginiad an upgrade.
fhis twore than redesmmang himeedl from the

carty cold st and spat o Fruncisiam.

Mt imoming. still in trepecdation of the
Forecus wealher, we hemd hack o Polokwane
by s, stoppung & 0 Moaniain-gop fea
plantntion whioss puiomimic views ae
unforturately bost ious by the blanketing
clonkl, Buck al Polokwane airpor we kick
cuir heels i the alrpon eafieteria for endless
haurs while we wait for the cloud hase 10 kit
The mrpast 1= d-ﬂ‘_l[!iI:I".}' Clise] bt ankumited,
Disrve winrkes. his choemn with ATC amad thiey
hemr st him b take of for o look-see He
retums and confinms that all is clear o the
wesl il s we complete our refuellmyg and
ane sovm hending for Welgevonden West
nirfielil. Fortumaedy the cloud has cleanad b
the writer andd e Hirsch's hive bo keave the
st early due o other commitments, 1 ead
bk dex Lamserin im their C182 while the nest
of the mirepid wavellers sef forth for te las
siop of the safan.

Makweth Lodge strocddles o deep ravioe
g fentres swimgimg wooden bridge: o the
thatched chalets. This is 2 place o relax. neuld
o bk, Tisgen 1o (e sownds of the bush or
lominge on yode private veramidah viewing
barcls ancl other wikdlifiz that wanclers by, I
un oppartumity 10 write up your neglected
ournal ad digess the incredible expenences
oof the pest ten days, The remaiming intrepnd
travellers popoat that one of umexpected
highlights of Makweti was almest loosing
their mnger t a pride of hungry lions. I was
only much shouting and o quick rescue by
Wlichae] Wippler that saved his hacon!

By now our Flight Commander has
deemed viar foreipn iz cxpersenced
avialis andd proficient of navigating the
wild spaces of Africa; he holis mo doubts
thiy cam find their own way back 1o
Lamseraa, Aid s it was on the last day,
that he confedenily moniored ther progress
on his bemiield, listening bo the plumemy
tones of u 79 year old Englishman with bis
“Wiksox' and the Teatome “Hodscher wat™
as the buienbile 172" found their own wiy
hack 1o Lanseria

Mool can o justice o the
multitude of memories such o salan onsabes.
Foor w2 it wias abowt keaming 1o celshoale
the rmbuncticgs joy and the mme privilege
of private Might - the freedom o go where
nncl when and bow high or low one pleases.
Like Jomathan Livingston Seagull | leamed
what it i v neadly My and thas what o
menns bo nzlly be alive, Personol fying 5
o rare Freediom st amyone who has the
privilege of a pilot’s license must never
tarkee for granted, African Aemo Safars amd
Dive v der Spuy mads this possible and
in e imosl Jusumons of winys.



