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2004 Flying Safaris

2004 continues to be a busy Flying Safari year.  Our airplanes have been hauling pilots and their partners and friends the length and breadth of the region.  The six months ending June 30 logged up a total of some 484 hours in various trips from Namibia to Mozambique, Zambia to Cape Town.  

Taking lead place are our small-group, guided Self-Pilot safaris; however many of them can easily be handled as individual safaris on your own.   

Most safaris have some vacancies and this situation is continually changing as folk join up or move their dates to another departure.    We have departures every month, throughout the year.

Let us know your DATES, thoughts and planning – it will help us to pencil you in even if you don’t make it this year.

Honeymoon 2004 Safari

This was a great honeymoon safari, scheduled for departure on a Monday from Lanseria.  Tom and his newlywed Lara had made the great event happen on the previous Saturday, then planned to go flying for some 10 days to pre-arranged destinations in the bush, seeing wild animals in their natural habitats, experiencing the local cultures, aerial and ground scenery in its summer rainfall greenery and generally having a honeymooner time.

They decided to embark on this adventure as a non-guided safari (who wants a guide breathing down your neck on honeymoon!!?) and routed in a C172 via Botswana’s arid Tuli Block to deep in the Okavango Delta, staying at a water camp (ie mainly water boating activities, island hikes and walks, birding etc).  After three days in this timeless place they headed up to Livingstone in Zambia, bound for the famous Victoria Falls.  White water rafting and the precipitous 300’ gorge provided the action, mixed in with riding elephants in the national park.  Departing Livingstone, they headed west along the great Zambezi River for Impalila island in Namibia. (4 countries meet at one point here – Namibia, Zambia, Zimbabwe and Botswana).  There they cleared immigration on the island (Namibia has set a clear example to its neighbours on how to make immigration easier for all types of tourists – tourism is their biggest money spinner).  

After a couple of days on the island viewing the incredible variety of game in the Chobe National Park and along the waterways of the Chobe and Zambezi rivers, they departed again for a long flying day over Botswana back into South Africa and the Drakensberg Mountains, where they checked into a magnificent 5 star country lodge and spa.  With an enormous suite overlooking the mountains they relaxed here until their final departure to the last wildlife lodge in a luxurious setting.

[This synopsis covers typically the type of trip that we arrange for individual flying – with all the groundwork, paperwork and preparations made on your behalf].    

Local Flying Safaris

Mozambique is a relatively new destination on our Safari calendar.  It offers unparalleled coastal flying (some 4000 kilometres of pristine, unspoilt tropical beaches), wonderful bush lodges and great local population.  The flying is not challenging, as even if weather comes in it is hardly ever clagged to the ground.  The terrain for the most part is a shallow, flat coastal plain within 200 feet of sea level.   As the terrain can be remote in the case of a forced landing, we maintain air routes along roads, rivers and coastal corridors for safety and insurance reasons.

Our trip took us first to Maputo the capital, on the same latitude as Johannesburg in South Africa.  We joined a party of other airplanes and two choppers for an unforgettable four days and nights of low, slow flying, amazing photographic opportunities, bags of fun flying and ground activities ranging from fishing, to beach lazing, diving, hiking and regular airplane stuff like enroute snags and maintenance issues that always seem to befall a large group of airplanes.

We headed up the coast, just above the breakers and the beach (sometimes only 10 feet AGL!!) and landed at the classic coastal village of Inhambane.  The tower controller was overjoyed to see not just one, but 19 aircraft of all types!  He couldn’t believe his eyes and we hosted him to a great sight, inviting him out to dinner that night.  The local flying club laid on eats and drinks at the airport hangar, which they had even specially painted for our arrival – what wonderful, simple and generous folk!

We headed north up the never ending coastline, the taildraggers landing on the beach along the way, to San Sebastian, a remote peninsula and virtually an island cut off  from the mainland by huge inland lakes and waterways.  Here we spent time fishing, diving and having aviator fun in this tropical paradise.  

A nearby island that has single lodge located on it, invited us to lunch, for which offer we agreed to ferry 40 guests from the nearby mainland – some 10 nm.  The manager though this would be a synch – little did he know that most of our airplanes were two-seaters!  With a lot of fun we headed over and did the ferry – much to the delight of their arriving guests, who had previously been expecting a rough sea transfer!

The general area is ripe for visits and boasts unique and exclusive marine lodges, located on tiny islands within sight of the mainland.  

Aerial recces

Discovering new places of great beauty and features as aerial scenery is a continuing challenge and very rewarding.  All too often as pilots draw lines on a chart and head along these, or just punch in GPS co-ords, leaving most of the flying to our sophisticated instruments.  Then when we see something interesting, it is already flashing past below.  With the objective of making the flying fun, it is rewarding to head off toward a great mountain range whilst still approximately on track, and divert to fly around the peaks and valleys, discovering new things and unfolding scenes below.

We have found so many interesting places, landing on small airstrips and being met by the local friendlies, heralding new adventures and challenges, that this surely must be the way to go! 

Fortunately, in our small group escorted Self-Pilot Safaris, this is exactly what happens, delivering more experiences and fun than can ever be had heading on your own from A to B.

Naturally if visiting our region as a foreigner you may have concerns about heading off on your own into virgin territory.  In our groups this is no problem and the guide crews are well versed with all the off-route interest.

Propstrike and recovery…..

On the Mozambique trip mentioned above, one of the “little” airplanes, a Piper Cub, did a landing at a disused airstrip.  On taxing through the heavy sand in preparation for takeoff, one tire dug into a hole and that was the end of the prop.  Using satellite communications and every other method known to man (and some as yet unknown), we managed to arrange a temporary replacement prop to avoid the copious incident report and resultant delays and cost involved in such an incident, for the pilot.  From Friday afternoon late, this involved getting a propshop some 1000 miles distant, opened over the weekend, arranging the prop’s transport to an airline, paperwork, airline freight to another location now a little nearer at 400 miles, clearing of the said prop on a Sunday morning by local Mozambique AeroClub members, loading onto a light aircraft that had left our group to specifically go collect it (this took most of a day), then reloading it onto a smaller taildragger on a bush airstrip to finally fly into the disused airstrip and deliver the prop. Finally to bolt it onto the hub, test it, test fly and head on once again.

Moral of the story:  If you have to bend to peer pressure and land in strange places, make sure you have lots of willing and able friends nearby.    Incidentally, the propstrike could easily have been averted, by the pilot walking the field prior to the taxi.  

So, never assume you don’t need to walk it, and never feel under pressure!
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SA Weather Bureau – aviation forecasts

As in other countries where the authorities view aviation as an easy revenue target, the local authorities are doing their level best to levy the aviation community with every charge imaginable.  We have been fighting a losing battle, but there is hope at the end of the tunnel we think.  

The latest in this is the attempt by the authorities to levy an annual fee on every registered airplane for their provision of aviation forecasting services.  The truth is that the local weather on TV, and a phone call to pilots and other observers along your intended route is infinitely more reliable than the aviation met office.  We are having an 

all out battle to get them to drop their plans to charge for services (or rather, dis-services) offered.

The sad part is that they know that if they DO charge per call to their offices, they would not make revenue because pilots would not call.  This is a clear indictment on their proposal and with some luck and lots of political lobbying, we may have a chance.

Some interesting stats……..

Few folk realise that South Africa has fewer than 2500 single and twin piston engined airplanes registered, and that this is some 95% of the entire fleet in Africa!!  Given that fact, the aviation community is a dedicated one, more so in the face of fewer flying hours taking place every year due to rising costs.

It is also an interesting fact that in 1987, 2.5 South African Rands bought one US Dollar.  Today, it takes 6.5 SA Rands to buy the same dollar.   This incredible erosion has contributed substantially to the dearth of flying and also to the exportation of our valuable airplane assets, reducing our small fleet further still.

Of course, it means cheaper tourism for our international visitors, but in aviation it is a never-ending battle to keep the momentum going.  

Insurance is a large factor in the operating costs, and there are very few companies prepared to insure airplanes here – resulting in incredibly high premiums.

The SA Rand devalued recently to a staggering 14 Rands to one Dollar, then headed back to its current 6.5 level.  This yo-yo also dramatically affects the fortunes of companies that operate aircraft, and which rely on dollar based income to survive.  Many a company has in the last year liquidated.

The pundits forecast a level of 20 Rands to a Dollar by 2004 – imagine the embarrassment and hardships of companies and individuals that are now dealing with 6.5 Rands to a Dollar.

[image: image3.jpg]


Insurances on local airplanes for hire.

Last time around we wrote about the more stringent requirements and premiums of insurance companies.  As time passes and the dust settles, the industry is coming to realise that hire and fly should be dealt with seriously and positively if owners are going to be able to continue to bear the premium bills.  

There are now encouraging moves afoot to apply premiums discriminately – meaning that owners will be able to pass on premiums to pilots that hire and fly, instead of being lumped with a huge annual bill for general, open-pilot hire and fly.

This appears to be working out so that a higher time pilot will pay a lower premium surcharge than a lower time pilot – risk assessed by the insurance companies in the right direction.  

Hire and fly operators of aircraft [such as our own company] are leading the drive here, and assuring the insurance companies that we are on side – meaning we want to ensure that validating pilots are well qualified to rent airplanes – quite honestly because we stand even more to lose if an aircraft is damaged and spends lengthy periods of downtime not earning revenue.  Ultimately this means lower premiums as hopefully we will show that our training and validation programs are stringent and in the interests of all concerned.

Currency before you leave home

As a result we ask that prior to heading this way, you get current in your home country with an instructor, concentrating on all types of non-standard and short-runway landings.  Crosswinds, short field, soft field, max weight (to simulate high density), downwind, sloping runways – in short, as much as possible.  This we need endorsed in your logbooks and we will present each to the insurers long prior to your arrival with a view to bring the checkride requirements down to only a few hours.  The more current you are, the better pilot you are. Our objective is to keep our business “flying”, with airplanes not broken, and to ensure you have a super flying holiday. 

We believe a large proportion of accidents are related to our higher density altitude and incorrect approach speeds – ie too high.   The runways are often putting out a LOT of convection heat and ballooning is common.   Take extra instruction on this aspect of your flying and simulate high density conditions with your instructor.  Never mind the IFR currency – here you want to be sure of landing so that you can take off again!

Whether it’s your fault or someone else’s, a broken airplane spoils everything so lets get and keep current PLEASE!   

Personal safety in Southern Africa

It goes without saying that we would not offer safaris if this was an issue – because we would have no guests or clients heading this way!!  As with all media, it feeds on trauma and disaster.  Happily we are not high up on the list any longer, although there are still sad stories of highjackings and murder.  It is true that our city downtown areas are best avoided, especially for the unwary visitor, who sticks out a mile.   I must add here that the same applies to almost any large city, worldwide.

In any visit you make here, whilst you are in our care we are diligent and mindful of your perceptions and avoid any possible situations that may compromise you or concern you.

Our “style” of flying on safari

When we started out our business years ago, it was quite different than today.  Then the controls were far less and flying was “free-er” so to speak.   ATC has expanded greatly in the meantime, of course more for the benefit of commercial flying than private, but still we also benefit from this.

In a strange way this is less important now, than had we had better radar and controls in the past.  In those years if you had a problem, help was hard to come by on the ground. Nowadays our communications, cell phone network, satellite phones and ground infrastructure is so much better that the improved ATC is not that important.

Radar coverage is almost countrywide in South Africa, except of course for low and slow flying, which is mostly what we do.  At or below 1500’ AGL we are not obliged to speak to anyone, except broadcast our position “blind”, see and be seen.  Even above this height, ATC will not be directing you on radar unless you are on a submitted flight plan and this is necessary only when on an international flight or flying between two controlled airports.

Referrals

We are extremely fortunate to have many past guests who love to tell of their experiences and tours out here with us.  Most of them have no problem being called by a fellow countryman who is considering a flying safari here.  

We feel that being so far away and on the other side of the globe at least in time zones, (eg its daytime here when its night time in USA or Australia), it is important that you make a few calls to our past guests, to help bridge the gap between dreams and reality.

We do not operate specific contact offices in foreign countries but rely on our many past guests as referrals.  They are listed in our website and are happy to tell you what to expect, to help bridge the gap between dreams and reality!!

AOPA  Expo 2004

Will be taking place in Long Beach end October 21-23, 2004.  We will as usual be there in our booth and would love you to come by and possibly take the time to hear more about our safaris.  Please look out for us in booth 1521 – directly on the right as you enter the expo hall through the right hand entrance.

Setting up Flying groups

There are some advantages to anyone who sets up and organises a flying group from their home country. For one thing the cost of the safari is less for all participants and secondly we offer substantial discounts for the organiser – even though we do all the work this end.  We know just how difficult it is to get folk to commit to a tour, then a specific date.  If you have anyone that needs nudging by our contacting them, please let us have their email address, or fax number (difficult to telephone from here) and we will make contact.

Eroding currency values

Having referred already to the yo-yos in our currency values, our local currency the SA Rand recently rallied and shows signs of being stronger. This is not good for our international visitors as things cost more and not less as has been the case over many years.   Rest assured we are trying our best to keep the costs as low as possible and will always act in your interests in this respect.

Homefront

Our girls are growing up fast and furious.   At nearly 18 months, Jemma is learning lots about emulating an airplane flying overhead.  Saskia is learning more Zulu and about becoming a co-pilot one day.    We are still not in our new house on the rock outcrop as we have had more delays, but light is at the end of the tunnel..

All best from Team African Aero Safaris

Keep the ball centred!!!

Dave and Kitty Vanderspey 

“Rainbow’s End”

Northriding

South Africa

Tel ++ 27 11 462 4521 (may swap with the fax number later in the year)

Fax ++ 27 11 462 4547

Cell ++ 27 82 392 1034

explore@global.co.za
www.aerosafari.com
