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Weather, Terrain, Conditions: what's the flying like?

rev010oct07
It is relevant that the flying you will be doing is not designed around getting as far as possible in a day, or staying in the air for as long as possible.  

The real issue is the freedom - away from "big brother" and the ability to fly to areas of great bio-diversity and natural beauty; upon landing to experience the awesome interface with wild animals in their wilderness habitats, the cultural diversity of the different people and tribal lore, the scenery and to experience a safari lifestyle that most have only dreamed about or seen on the best wildlife TV programmes. The routes are planned and routed to take advantage of the best weather conditions and short legs for comfort.  

The region has many different climatic zones.   Some areas are rainy and frontal in winter, others have localised tropical thunderstorms in summer.  We do not experience tornadoes, hurricanes, snow, or freezing rain.  Icing is very rare.  The reasons are many including that the southern tip of Africa is a relatively small landmass and a peninsula in effect, with moderating influences of the ocean; also our latitude is low enough to straddle the tropic of Capricorn, 23 degrees 27 minutes South. Temperatures are mild to warm during the day.  A hot day would be considered as 35C (95F).

Our winter co-incides with the northern hemisphere summer; the sun arcs through the northern skies and disorientates the first-time aviator from northern climes.

With modern satellite imaging, weather forecasting is as good as it gets.  However there are no guarantees, no predictions that are cast in stone.  In many instances we are unable to call for a weather forecast as we are just too remotely located inside National Parks and Game reserves.  Good judgement and enroute ATC and ATIS, when available, gets us through this.

Visibility under clear weather conditions is generally good; however during the months of July through September, inland flying conditions can be hazy from dust and smoke from brush fires far afield. Due to relatively high temperatures and atmospheric instability, daytime flying conditions can also be bumpy and turbulent.  On the ground, the features, animals and attractions you have come to see are unaffected.

The airfields we use are all in good to excellent condition.  Many are gravel (dirt), some grass, some hard calcrete or tarmac.  Some of them have bumps in the middle; have a gradient, cross-ruts or sandy patches.  In many instances we will be securing the airplanes with pegs to the ground - and piling thorn tree branches on the tires and around plastic bits of the stabilisers to keep off chewy hyenas - those strong jaws can cause considerable damage!

The terrain we traverse is also varied.  For most of our Big Game safari flying, the land is relatively flat, between 3000 and 5000 feet amsl, the average height of the inland plateau.   Some of our routes descend to the coastal plains into temperate, desert or sub tropical zones.

Whilst much of our routings take us over vast tracts of virgin country, this is mostly bush.  Very often we follow road routes where there is habitation, cultivated fields etc.  Usually there is a good chance of survival in the event of a forced landing.

Most flying is conducted during the middle to late morning; sometimes a long leg means arriving at our destination early afternoon.  The reason is that early mornings is the best time to view game from the open game driving vehicles and you will soon come to realise that this is worth far more than rushing off to the next destination just to avoid some mild turbulence.  This does not preclude some in the group from going game-spotting from the air early mornings……….

Refuelling stops do not always coincide with foreign border stops; each leg is carefully planned to fit in best along with our overnights at game lodges. We have alternates and route redundancy plans.  Sometimes we position fuel in new drums to fill in the gaps – this is all set up and controlled by our head office as we fly.

Head Office:   Postnet 456, Private Bag X 1, Jukskei Park 2153, South Africa

tel + 27 11 462 4521  fax + 27 11 462 4547  info@aerosafari.com or explore@global.co.za
International: Please enquire about an African Aero Safaris Contact person in your area


www.aerosafari.com
