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The airplane you hire and fly: Airworthiness and Validating your Pilot's licence to fly a light airplane in Southern Africa      

The aircraft………                                                                                                       rev010oct07
Airworthiness of aircraft ~ The rental Aircraft we make use of are supplied by flight schools, air charter companies, flying clubs, private individuals, and other aircraft operators.  They are all certified airworthy and generally well maintained, the areas of lacking confined to older radio stacks, avionics and navigation equipment, reflecting the lack of a heavily controlled flying environment.   Our Civil Aviation Authority (SACAA) is aligned with the FAA, UKCAA and Australian CAA making for clear definitions of aircraft maintenance standards, checks and balances.  However it remains the ultimate responsibility of the pilot to so satisfy him/herself of the airworthiness of the aircraft supplied. 


Limitations ~ Occupants per airplane is determined by safety margin factors such as our average ground height amsl, the density altitude at airstrips, nature of airstrips and fuel required per aircraft.  We use the following guidelines:
Type
 



  Max occupants
PA28/160 or C172/160


Two







PA28/180/235 or C172/180 or C182 

Three

PA32 or C206/210 



Four


Alternative aircraft types ~ Although your tour cost has been calculated using our standard PA28 types, you may also select another aircraft type subject to local availability.  

Sharing an airplane ~ should a party of four wish to share an airplane, this can be arranged and will reduce total tour costs also.   Applies also to three sharing..
Validation………  

Pilot-in-Command ~ Only a pilot who has successfully completed the South African Civil Aviation Authority (SACAA) requirements for foreign pilot license validation may act as Pilot-in-Command  (PIC) of a South African-registered aircraft.  The pilot so qualified, is at all times the PIC of the aircraft.  If more than one pilot has qualified as PIC, then either one or the other may act as PIC. 

African Aero Safaris does not provide a pilot for the aircraft rented by the client, unless by prior and special arrangement. 

If your licence is not type specific it will likely cover the type you will be flying.  For other licence types, you may need to show logged PIC time in type, eg. if you plan to fly a C172, logged time in a C182 does not qualify. You must have an entry in your logbook as PIC time in the type of aircraft you will be flying.  

In either event CHECK WITH US LONGE BEFOREHAND.   It is a good idea to have had a recent instructor’s signoff before arriving in Southern Africa.  Then complete the process described below and we're away….

Validation process ~  Long before you arrive on our shores, we have commenced the validation process as part of our facilitation program.   You would have sent us various documentations and these will already be in the federal system.  If required, you would have also received a pre-validation package.   Upon arrival and after general orientation, we schedule briefings that cover Navigation and Chart reading (WAC charts different to what you are used to), Meteorology, African Flying Conditions, ATC procedures, terminology and reporting.  We deal with deductible insurance cover on the airplane you will be flying and prepare you for the Navigational flight checkride and Airlaw open-book test.   You embark on a checkride with a certified instructor for anything from half an hour to about 2 hours, on a pre-planned Nav cross-country to check your ability to navigate using only a WAC chart and navigational aids, but not GPS, communicate with ATC and check your piloting proficiency.  Required for both insurance purposes and the SACAA.

On completion of the checkride and documentation, your validated licence becomes legal and  you are cleared for takeoff!

Prior to commencing our Self-Pilot Safari, we issue you our comprehensive Safari Flying Guide, WAC charts, Flight Bag, Airfields of SA manual and accessories.  

Head Office:   Postnet 456, Private Bag X 1, Jukskei Park 2153, South Africa

tel + 27 11 462 4521  fax + 27 11 462 4547  info@aerosafari.com or explore@global.co.za
International: Please enquire about an African Aero Safaris Contact person in your area
www.aerosafari.com
